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Exodus 33:1-6
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and
the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the
land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2 I will send an
angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites,
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the
land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you,

because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy
you on the way.”
4 When the people heard these distressing words, they
began to mourn and no one put on any ornaments. 5 For
the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a
stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even for a
moment, I might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments
and I will decide what to do with you.’” 6 So the Israelites
stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.
Exodus 33:12-23
12 Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me,
‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom
you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name
and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are pleased
with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and
continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is
your people.”
14 The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I
will give you rest.”
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go
with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone
know that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and
your people from all the other people on the face of the
earth?”

17 And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you
have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you
by name.”
18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19 And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass
in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your
presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20
But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see
me and live.”
21 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you
may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put
you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I
have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will
see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
Exodus 34:4-10
4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones
and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the Lord
had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets
in his hands. 5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and
stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord,
the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love
to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.

Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes
the children and their children for the sin of the parents to
the third and fourth generation.”
8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9
“Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your eyes, then let
the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people,
forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your
inheritance.”
10 Then the Lord said: “I am making a covenant with you.
Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in
any nation in all the world. The people you live among will
see how awesome is the work that I, the Lord, will do for
you.
“We tend by a secret law of the soul to move toward our
mental image of God… Were we able to extract from any
man a complete answer to the question, ‘What comes to
mind when you think about God?’ we might predict with
certainty the spiritual future of that man.”
- AW Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy
What we think about God matters, and who God is has
profound implications on who we are.

“God’s holiness is not simply the best we know infinitely
bettered. We know nothing like the divine holiness. It stands
apart, unique, unapproachable, incomprehensible and
unattainable.”
- AW Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy
“Slowly and imperceptibly, the one true God begins
acquiring the features of the gods of this world. For
instance, our God simply gratifies our desires rather than
reshaping them in accordance with the beauty of God’s
own character. Our God then kills enemies rather than dying
on their behalf as God did in Jesus Christ.”
- Miroslav Volf, Free of Charge
“You can safely assume that you’ve created God in your
own image when it turns out that God hates all the same
people you do.”
- Anne Lamott
Most People Tend to Seek a Formula from Religion:
Religious activity + morality – sin = God’s blessing

“I’ve got a God shaped hole that’s infected
And I’m petrified of being alone now
It’s pathetic, I know
And if I believe you
Will that make it stop?
If I told you I need you
Is that what you want?
And I’m broken and bleeding
And begging for help
And I’m asking you Jesus,
Show yourself”
- The 1975, “If I Believe You”

