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Dovid Lichtenstein: The whole creation of the world for one Tefillah of a Yid.
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A live debate Rabbi Shaul Shimon Deutsch - Director of The Living Torah
Museum and Rabbi Yisroel Barkin - Renowned expert on T'cheiles
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Selected Emails from our listeners

Subject: Color of Chilazon Blood
Hi Mr. Lichtenstein,

Thank you for your informative program on techeiles. | look forward to listening to Headlines every
week!

Rabbi Deutsch raised an issue about the color of the Chilazon blood.

Rashi in Chullin 89a says "maaris damo domeh I'yam.” Rambam in Hilchos Tzitzis 2:2 says "v'‘damo
shachor k'dyo."

My impression is the secrection from Murex snails used for dying is a clear liquid. Is this consistent
with either opinion about the color of the Chilazon blood?

Thank you,

Elie Bashevkin



Hello Elie, and thank you for your question, it was forwarded to me by Headlines to answer.

I'm sorry that you were not able to hear my discussion about the color of the blood, | actually discussed that
and | also discussed many other questions and it was removed from the recording, but it seems that the debate
had to be shortened to fit in the allotted time.

| had said that although when the blood is removed from the snail it is clear, there are 2 other stages that can
be described as black. One being when the dye is ready to be used and dyed on to a cloth, and second, when
one cracks open the shell one sees a black stripe in the place of the blood, and that may have been used in
antiquity as an identification of the Murex Trunculus [as the Murex Brandaris has a more brownish stripe in that
area]. You can see plenty of pictures on the "gallery" page of www.techeiles.org.

For Rashi's description of the color of the blood, you might want to consider the Radzyner Rebbe's
interpretation of Rashi, that Rashi is discussing the color of the dye after it is on the wool, not the actual color of
the blood. He understands "maris damo" to mean the color of it's blood as seen on a cloth. Although this may
seem forced at first glance, keep in mind that in context, Rashi is actually discussing the look of techeiles on
one's tzitzis.

B'hatzlacha

Yisroel Barkin
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| very much enjoy your show. However | was bothered by something. On you first
Techeilis show you encouraged R Barkin to tell us 18 proofs for his view yet on the
second show when R Deutsch mentioned that he presented 17 proofs to Rav
Elyashiv against this techeilis and that he agreed with him, you did not ask him

? what they were. WHY

Yechezkel Sochaczewski


http://www.techeiles.org/
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